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intention. " She is une indiscrete" said he afterwards, speaking of Madame Tallien,1 " I only attempted to prove her: if she takes me for a Rinaldo, she is cruelly deceived ; she will never be my Armida. Let her remain at menage bourgeois ; it may be happy for them both that things remain as they are/' He had, however, much trouble to conceal his spite, and it devoured him a long time.
When the Persian Ambassador was at Paris, he, as in London, attracted the attention of all ranks, and Askerkan was for a time tout d la mode. He was a very fine man, of a commanding person, and most graceful exterior. Before his presentation in public, many ladies wished for an opportunity of seeing him in private ; among the rest the Empress Josephine, with other ladies of her suite, took an opportunity of attending upon his Excellency, incognito. As soon as she was introduced, he received her with a most gracious smile, and presented her with a small bottle of essence of roses, which was customary with him when he particularly distinguished any favourite.
The Ambassador, struck with the grace and tournure of Josephine, who was unknown to him, desired her to take a seat near him upon his divan ; which honour she refused, excusing herself by observing, that such a favour was only bestowed upon privileged persons. His Excellency then inquired, through one of his interpreters, if she would feel disposed to accompany him into Persia, there to reside with him; and that he would engage himself from that moment, to make such an establish-
1 The myth, which makes Theresa Caburms, the wife of Tallien, one of the heroines of the French Revolution, under the alluring sobriquets of "Our Lady of Thermidor," or " Our Lady of Good Help," is effectively disposed of in M. L. Gastine's admirable biography, of which a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
